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had heard as children from the lips of their grand-
parents of the terrible deeds of Tippu, the Tiger of
Mysore as they called him, and of the sights that
the old people themselves had witnessed in their
youth.
His ill fame and the report of his cruelty to the
English prisoners who fell into his hands spread
throughout the whole of British India ; and when
he was finally hesieged and brought to bay at
Seringapatam the issue was watched in Bombay
and Calcutta as well as Madras with the utmost
anxiety. Genera] Harris, the Commander-in-Chief
of the Madras Army, afterwards Lord Harris, was
in command of the expedition.
Before attacking the fort General Harris gave
Tippu the opportunity of capitulating. A man of
that kind, who had shown no mercy, was not likely
to look for mercy at the hands of an enemy with
whom he had dealt treacherously. When the
hours passed in silence and no reply was received
it was understood that he refused.
On the 4th May 1799, a date against which
Tippu had been warned by the astrologers and
seers, the assault was made, the fort was taken,
and the tyrant and usurper of the Mysore throne
was killed as he was attempting to escape to the
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